
           

An AMA Gold Club 

November 4th Meeting 6:30 at Club Field 

 

Newsletter Editor.  

Hello everyone, I’m John Lawyer and I am going to be taking 
over as the newsletter editor.  I will admit I am terrible with 
names, so if I get your name wrong in the newsletter I 
apologize beforehand.  If I get other facts wrong, I apologize.  
If you send me an email or hand me a note on any 
corrections, I will be glad to get it into the next newsletter.  
Besides, that will help me to take up space in the newsletter 
also.     You can contact me at jlawyer41@att.net or 765-
918-7229 

I will always be happy to take input from anyone for the 
newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 

November 4 - Monthly club meeting 6:30 at Club field.   
Please disregard previous notes that it will be by Zoom. 
 
December 2 – Club meeting 7:00 pm by Zoom.   No 
Christmas Dinner this year due to Covid-19 
 
January 1 -  Club Fun-Fly at Field.   
 
 

October 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Recorded by Tom Carlyle, Secretary 

The October 2020 club meeting was held on October 7, 
2020 at the Flying Field Clubhouse.  President Rege Hall 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Around 26 club 
members were in attendance. 

President's Report  

 No report.  
 

Vice President's Report  

 No report. 
 

Treasurer's Report  

 Richard Gilmore presented a summary of our various 
accounts. 

 

Secretary’s Report 
 No report. 
 

Field Marshall’s Report 

 Bryan Baumer reported that we have been watering the 
new grass on the flying field and it’s starting to look a lot 
better.  He has plans to drill seed the field later this fall.  
No word from Waste Management regarding the status 
of fixing the drainage tile around the field. 

 

Safety Coordinator's Report  

 No report. 
 

New Members/Visitors 

 No visitors or new members.  
 

mailto:jlawyer41@att.net


Old Business 
 The club’s annual Warbird Fly In will be held on 

Saturday, October 17. 
 Rege said there will be a field work-day on October 

16 to get everything ready for the event on 
Saturday. 

 There will be lunch served; most likely cold cut 
sandwiches that you’ll prepare yourself. 

 The event will run from10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 Rege said he has some planes for raffle prizes.   

 The December Club meeting will be a normal meeting 
this year.  Typically, this meeting is our Christmas 
Dinner event, with our end of year raffle.  Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions and concerns, the Danville 
Methodist Church has decided not to allow us to hold 
our meeting.   
 The Board of Directors will consider other options 

for our annual celebration, but it will likely be 
delayed into 2021.  More discussions on this topic 
to follow. 

 The Club will hold its annual January 1st Fly In, as 
planned. 

 Louden announced that we should be able to hold our 
meetings via ZOOM during the winter months.  He 
found out that we can get unlimited connections for 
about a 45-minute meeting for free.  More information 
will be shared with the membership prior to the 
November meeting. 

 Agenda items from the prior meetings not discussed 
during the August meeting: 
 Rege proposed holding a “strange shape” aircraft 

contest.  Must be electric/foam and can 
demonstrate them at the NMAD.  

 There was some field maintenance discussed 
during the March meeting…fence posts are coming 
out of the ground, and we also need to consider 
putting insulation up in the ceiling of the clubhouse. 

 We are still considering a small geo tex runway 
cover, but we need to wait to see what is going to 
happen with the runway drainage repairs.   

 The town of Danville will be contacted about getting 
water from the fire hydrant for watering the runway. 

 

New Business 

 Rege reminded most of us now registered with the 
FAA as an RC pilot about 3 years ago that our 
renewals are probably due in December.  To renew 
your FAA registration, go to this website: 

     https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/ 

If you registered previously, you should have a user 
ID and password.  Login and click the renew link. 
The cost is $5 and the registration is good for 3 
years.  If you have never registered, well, this is a 
good reminder to do so as anyone flying an RC 
aircraft that weighs more than 250 grams outside 
must register and mark their aircraft with their 
registration number.  You can use this same link to 
create a new registration. 

 

 Amazon has a program called Amazon Smile.  The 
program allows anyone purchasing items from 
Amazon to sign up and link a charity or other 
501(c)(3) organization to you.  Whenever you make 
a purchase, a certain amount of your purchase if 
donated to that organization.  You can sign up (it’s 
free to use) and choose your group.  There are 
many organizations out there, but the AMA 
Foundation is one of the listed groups.  If you 
haven’t already signed up for this, and would like to 
do so, consider naming the AMA Foundation as 
your organization. 

 Rege is working on getting us some dates for 
indoor flying at the Danville North Elementary 
School this fall and winter.  The school principal is 
okay with going forward with our flying.  Rege will 
let us know when he can arrange some flying dates. 

 Club Officer Elections are this year.  Nominations 
will be taken during the November Club meeting.  If 
you’re interested in serving on the Board of 
Directors, please notify one of the current board 
members, have someone nominate you during the 
meeting, or nominate yourself during the meeting. 

 Jon Derringer told us about his scout outing he had 
at the flying field.  The scout earned badges for 
watching and talking to others about their hobbies.  
RC flying was one of the hobbies. 
 

Show and Tell 

 No show and tell. 
 

Raffle 

 No raffle was conducted. 
 

With no further club business, the meeting was adjourned.   

 

The November club meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
November 4th.  We hope to hold this meeting via ZOOM. 
The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM.   

 

One last reminder, please support your local hobby stores.  
Special thanks go out HobbyTown USA in Castleton for 
extending a discount to our club for our monthly and year 
end raffle prizes.   

 

Field reminders: 
-  If you should ever have to call 911 (or order 
pizza), our address is 178 E. Twin Bridges Rd  
-  If you are the last one at the field, be sure the 
clubhouse door is locked and the front gate is 
locked. 

https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/


-  Fly safe, the AMA safety rules are posted by the 
door of the clubhouse. 
-  If flying on 72 mhz, be sure to use the frequency 
board. 
-  There are fire extinguishers located just inside 
the clubhouse door. 
-  If you see trash or cans lying around, please pick 
it up. Let’s all keep our field beautiful. 
-  Try not to overflow gas, glow fuel or smoke fluid 
on the grass, causes bare sports. 
-  Be cognizant of others.   
- Watch for full scale planes.  Avoid any 
interaction. 
-  Please put aluminum cans in the bins that are 
located in the clubhouse and by the trash cans, we 
are recycling the cans to help pay for gas for the 
mowers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funnies for the Month 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
PICTURES FROM WARBIRD DAY 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 
TIPS AND TRICKS 
 
From Midland R/C Modelers Club, 
Midland, MI 
 
Basic Landing 
Of all the possible landing techniques, only two seem to be 
the most taught at model fields today. We’ll cover the 
easiest to fly, and most useful, here in Part One. This first 
landing technique follows the full-size landing pattern. Part 
Two will cover the “Great Circle” Approach that is harder to 
fly and less useful, but has good visual appeal. 

The standard pattern approach (Fig. 1) has been finalized 
during the last 75 years of full-size flying. It is useful in 
several ways. One is easy traffic separation at busy 
airports. While good for full-size, traffic separation is rarely 
critical at RC model fields where the pilots are standing 
within a few feet of each other. In addition, most RC pilots 
have truly impressive vocabulary tools they employ when 
another plane comes too close to theirs! 

But the traditional full-size pattern approach has other major 
advantages for the RC pilot. A normal landing requires the 
pilot to manage several important aircraft parameters such 
as speed control, descent rate, attitude (the plane’s, not the 
pilot’s), wind correction, approach position and touchdown 
point. Managing these tasks while the plane is close to the 
ground and in the short time available before landing is 
sometimes difficult. 

The traditional landing pattern separates these piloting 
tasks into single, discrete operations. This pattern also 
provides the pilot extra time in which to plan and adjust the 
approach as it develops. To see how this happens, we’ll 

break each major section of the landing pattern into its 
component parts. For now, consider there is no wind and 
the plane is a standard 40-60 size trainer. Take a look at 
Fig. 1: 

 

The first part is the pattern entry into the pattern’s first 
section, or “Downwind Leg”. While shown at a 45 deg. angle 
in the diagram, entry position is not as critical for RC. Entry 
can be made from almost any safe angle, even from the 
runway side (a “crosswind entry”). The plane should 
complete the entry at about an altitude of 200 feet, at half 
throttle and located 1-200 feet to the pilot’s right (or left side 
if the approach is flown from the opposite end, a “Right 
Hand” pattern). The pilot flies the first part of the Downwind 
while maintaining straight, level flight. With no wind, the 
Downwind leg should be about 200 feet out from the 
runway. 

No other piloting task is required during this section, just 
straight, level flight. When the plane reaches a point 
opposite the runway end, the Key Point, the pilot reduces 
throttle to 2-3 ” notches ” above idle. The plane’s nose will 
drop some and the plane will begin to descend. The pilot 
adjusts the descent angle by holding some “up” elevator 
while the plane is still flying straight. No other task is 
required at this time except to achieve the proper descent 
attitude . (Your instructor will help you achieve this attitude 
the first few times). Again only a single piloting task is 
required. 
The pilot has 150 feet of straight flight to achieve the proper 
descent attitude. Usually, the fuselage is just slightly 
pointing downwards in most trainers. If the plane is at the 
proper attitude, but is descending faster than you would 
wish, add a notch or two of throttle. Do not raise the nose. 
Always remember, at any approach airspeed, throttle 
controls descent rate, elevators control airspeed. Raising 
the nose will only slow the airplane’s speed due to 
increased drag and then the plane will descend MUCH 
FASTER. In fact, it may stall and then really descend faster. 
Adding throttle provides extra air under the wing’s center 
section and also over the tail. The extra lift slows the 



descent rate but doesn’t really increase airspeed as long as 
the descent attitude is maintained. This seeming 
contradiction is harder for RC pilots to comprehend than it is 
for their full-size counterparts. Full-size pilots have only to 
feel the increased lift that the throttle provides, and watch 
their descent meter slow (actually called “rate-of-climb” 
gauge) while their airspeed indicator remains steady, to 
understand. 

RC pilots just need to try this “up high” a few times at first. 
Fly past yourself about 250 feet high, at quarter throttle, in a 
sight descent and apply extra up elevator. Like a car going 
uphill, the plane gains some altitude but slows dramatically. 
Then the nose drops and the plane begins a steep descent. 
Make another pass in a shallow descent and apply a little 
extra throttle instead of elevator. The nose remains steady 
but the glide path becomes shallower. 

Sorry for the digression, but that concept is important to 
every RC pilot, especially when flying high performance 
airplanes. We left the approach with the plane descending 
slightly and the throttle set 2-3 notches above idle. Next 
comes a gentle, max. 45 deg. bank, 90-degree turn into the 
“Base Leg”. The same descent rate is maintained in the 
turn, add a notch of throttle if required. The turn is only 90 
degrees; which is the easiest part of any turn since it is in 
the second 90 degrees of a turn where the plane slows and 
starts to drop. Actually this turn is over before the pilot 
realizes it. Again, just one piloting task is needed at any 
given time. The pilot only has to maintain straight, 
descending flight all through the Base Leg. 

Then the plane is turned toward the runway with another 
gentle 90-degree turn. The plane is now headed towards 
the runway in straight descending flight. If the plane’s 
touchdown point appears short of the point opposite the 
pilot, add throttle. If the landing might be past the pilot, 
called “long”, remove those last 2-3 notches of throttle. 
Always maintain the descent attitude. If the airspeed 
appears too fast, add a little up elevator. If the plane is flying 
too slowly, you’ll notice a very steep approach developing 
so add throttle and then release some up elevator. On the 
critical final approach, the pilot is only managing the 
touchdown point. Everything else has already been 
accomplished. 

Once within 2-3 feet of the ground, just raise the nose 
slightly with up elevator, keeping everything else the same, 
and the plane will land main gear first in a straight line, right 

in front of the pilot. We did this approach with a trainer, but 
the same technique works for every plane from a scale 
fighter to a high performance Extra 300. 

This all sounds great, but what about the wind? Thanks for 
asking. The pattern lets the pilot automatically adjust 
for crosswinds or for winds right down the runway, without 
any change in landing management. Consider a wind 
almost down the runway. All the pilot needs to do is to 
shorten the Downwind Leg after the Key Point! This 
shortens the Final Approach, reducing the amount of 
ground the plane has to cover. Since the plane has a 
slower ground speed on Final Approach, it covers the 
shorter distance in the same time. Therefore the identical 
descent rate works for wind or no wind conditions (Fig. 2). 

 

How about a crosswind? Just move the Downwind Leg 
closer to, or further away from, the runway. This adjusts the 
length of the Base Leg. A shorter Base Leg reduces the 
distance the plane needs to fly if the Base Leg heads into 
the wind. 

 

In Fig. 3, the wind is from behind the pilot. Obviously, the 
plane’s groundspeed during the Base Leg will be reduced. 
So the Downwind is flown closer to the runway to 
compensate for the Base Leg’s reduced ground speed. 



 

If the crosswind is towards the runway (Fig. 4), fly the 
Downwind further away. The longer Base Leg compensates 
for the higher groundspeed. In cases where there is a 45-
degree head/cross wind, move the Downwind and adjust its 
length as required. 

There is one final wind adjustment. In order to compensate 
for any crosswind component, the plane must be flown 
headed slightly into the wind, especially on final approach. 
This has the effect of increasing the ground distance since 
the plane’s movement is not all directed in a straight line. In 
this case, reduce throttle to 3-4 notches above idle at the 
Key Point instead of 2-3 notches. Remember more throttle 
means a slower descent rate and this compensates for the 
extra “distance”. 

That’s it! The pilot needs to complete only one task at a 
time, no matter the wind conditions or the aircraft being 
flown. One size does fit all. Is it any wonder that full size 
pilots use this pattern? There is even an easy way to teach, 
or to learn, how to fly this approach. Again, there is only one 
change required. Raise the Downwind altitude from 200 to 
300 feet. The student flys the approach as described. 
Instead of landing however, the plane crosses the intended 
touchdown point while still 100 feet high. The student then 
adds full throttle, climbs back to 300 feet and re-enters the 
Downwind. As the student becomes better at flying the 
pattern approach, begin to lower the Downwind’s altitude 
about 25 feet at a time. 

Most times, student pilots make their first landing without 
even realizing that they are landing! This eliminates the 
dreaded “fear of the ground” syndrome that affects some 
students when they see their plane and the ground in their 
sight picture for the first time. They are down before they 
even realize what is happening. 

In addition, the full-throttle climb recoveries to Downwind 
altitude teach the student pilots how to do a proper ” go-
around ” or ” missed approach ” if their landing attempt 
starts to go the wrong way. The constant approach and 
climb practice even makes ” touch and goes “easier for 
students to learn. 
One other note, what happens if the little fan thingy in front 
of the engine stops during the approach? Anywhere past 
the Key Point, turn towards yourself, or the middle of the 
runway, immediately . If short of the Key Point, make a very 
small standard pattern and land. 
Trainers glide slowly but do not cover a lot of ground 
distance in the glide. Apply only enough up elevator to 
maintain the same descending attitude used on the 
powered approach. If the plane appears to be landing short 
of the runway, LOWER the nose (release some up elevator) 
by about 10 degrees. DO NOT apply up elevator. More up 
elevator will slow the plane and make it land even shorter. 
Lowering the nose increases the airspeed and therefore the 
ground distance covered. Most trainers will make the 
runway from anywhere in this pattern if the engine quits. 
The best landing engine rpm varies with the plane being 
flown. Most 40-60 sized trainers should be set so that the 
high trim idle is 2800-3000 rpm on the ground. Moving the 
throttle trim to half way should result in 2300-2400 rpm. Full 
low throttle trim should shut the engine off. Fly with the high 
trim to insure the engine doesn’t quit during the flight. 
Reduce the trim to halfway just before entering the landing 
pattern. Shut the engine off before picking up the plane. 

 
 

by John Lawyer***  Till next month may all your 

landings be wheels down.  *** 
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